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Bush Admin's Nuclear Weapons Policies: Failing America 
From NRDC: 
 
The Bush administration has squandered a historic opportunity to reduce the role 
of nuclear weapons in U.S. security strategy, according to a report released 
today by the nuclear program at NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council). 
Instead, the administration has pursued programs to develop a new generation of 
nuclear weapons, and committed billions of dollars to upgrade the arsenal and 
refine nuclear strike plans against countries that were not targets during the Cold 
War. The result: Progress in curbing nuclear weapons proliferation has slowed to 
a crawl, and the federal government is wasting resources that could be better 
used to address the more pressing threat of terrorism. (See the report, Nuclear 
Insecurity.) 
 
"The fervor with which this administration continues its commitment to nuclear 
weapons as a vital component of global U.S. military superiority confers 
unwarranted legitimacy on the role of nuclear weapons in international relations, 
and encourages other countries to value them as well," said Dr. Robert S. Norris 
of NRDC's nuclear program. "The double standard evident in the administration's 
nuclear policies -- 'Do what I say, not what I do' -- makes a mockery of U.S. 
efforts to lead a campaign to stop nuclear proliferation." Norris added that the 
report is especially timely because Congress now has the opportunity to cut 
funding for the administration's "misguided" policies and initiatives in the energy 
and water development appropriations bills. 
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